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Liberty Township, Logan County 

Zoning Amendments for  

Zoning Commission Public Hearing of Tuesday, June 14, 2011, 7:00 PM 

 

Section 610 = Changed/Amended: 
 
Section 610 Action by Township Trustees.  Within twenty (20) days after the public hearing required in 
Section 607, the Township Trustees shall either adopt or deny the recommendation of the Zoning 
Commission, or adopt some modification thereof by a simple majority vote.  In the event the Trustees 
denies or modifies the recommendation of the Zoning Commission, it must do so by a unanimous vote. 

 
 
Section 1040 & Definitions = New Language to be added: 
 
Please note changes from the LUC Model Text are bolded (additions) and struck out 
(deletions) where appropriate:  
 
Small Wind Energy Systems less than 5 MW: 
 
Section 1040 Small Wind Projects less than 5MW.  Wind Projects of 5MW or more shall be required to 

submit an application with the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) at the Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio (PUCO) and are required to meet OPSB regulations.  Small Wind Projects less than 5MW and used 

solely for Agriculture will be exempt from these zoning regulations as an Agricultural Use.  Any proposed 

construction, erection, or siting of a small wind project less that 5MW including the wind turbine 

generator or anemometer or any parts thereof shall be a Permitted Use in the U-1 Rural District, B-1 

Service Business District, and M-2 Heavy Manufacturing District and a Conditional Use in the R-1 Low 

Density Residential District if the following conditions are met (both as Permitted and Conditional Use):  

 

A. The maximum height of any turbine shall be 125 ft.  For purposes of this  
Resolution, maximum height shall be considered the total height of the turbine system 

including the tower, and the maximum vertical height of the turbine’s blades.  

Maximum height therefore shall be calculated by measuring the length of a prop at 

maximum vertical rotation to the base of the tower. 

B. Setbacks: the following shall apply in regards to setbacks. 
1. Any turbine erected on a parcel of land shall be setback 1.25 1.1 times the height of 

the tower, and or established “clear fall zone”, from all road right-of-way lines, 
overhead utility lines, and neighboring property lines. A turbine shall be erected and 
placed in such a manner that if it were to fall, whatever direction the fall occurs 
would be contained solely on the property where the turbine is located at.  
 

C. Maintenance 
1. Wind turbines must be maintained in good working order.  The owner shall within 30 

days of permanently ceasing operation of a wind turbine, provide written notice of 
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abandonment to the Zoning Inspector.  An unused wind turbine or small wind project 
may stand no longer than 12 months following abandonment.  All costs associated 
with the demolition of the wind turbine and associated equipment shall be borne by 
the owner.  A wind turbine is considered abandoned when it ceases transmission of 
electricity for 60 90 30 consecutive days.  Wind turbines that become inoperable for 
more than 12 months must be removed by the owner within 30 days of issuance of 
zoning violation.  Removal includes removal of all apparatuses, supports, and or 
other hardware associated with the existing wind turbine.   

2. The owner shall notify the Township Zoning Inspector no later than January 31 of 
every year that the wind energy system is in good working order.  These yearly 
maintenance forms shall be provided for this purpose by the Township Zoning 
Inspector when the proper permits are filed for the wind energy system. 

 
D. Decibel Levels  

1. Operation of wind energy systems shall not exceed 70 decibels except during the 
short-term events of severe wind storms and utility outages.  This information shall 
be included in the engineering report described below in Section II “Zoning 
Permits” of this document.  This information shall be obtained from the 
manufacturer of the turbine, and all decibel readings, if necessary, shall be taken 
from the nearest neighboring property line.  Decibel levels shall not exceed those 
provided by the manufacturer as requested in II. Permits, C., 2., e.   
 

E. Wiring and electrical apparatuses: 
1. All wires and electrical apparatuses associated with the operation of a wind turbine 

unit shall be located underground and meet all applicable local, state, and federal 
codes including the County Building Regulations and Residential Building Code of 
Ohio. 
 

F.  Warning Signs: 
1. Appropriate warning signs to address voltage shall be posted as required by the 

National Electric Code (where and meeting sign requirements). 
 

G. Building Permits: 
1. All Small Wind Projects and parts thereof shall obtain all applicable Building Permits 

from the State of Ohio and County Building Regulations Permits where required. 
 

II. Zoning Permits 
 

A. A zoning permit shall be required before construction can commence on an individual 
wind turbine project. 
 

B. As part of the permit process, the applicant shall inquire with the County Building 
Regulations as to whether or not additional height restrictions are applicable due to the 
unit’s location in relation to any local airports. 

 
C. Applicant shall then provide the Township Zoning Inspector with the following items 

and/or information when applying for a permit: 
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1. Location of all public and private airports in relation to the location of the wind 
turbine. 

2. An report that shows: 
a. The total size and height of the unit. 
b. If applicable, the total size and depth of the unit’s foundation structure, as well as 

soil and bedrock data. 
c. A list and or depiction of all safety measures that will be on the unit including anti-

climb devices, grounding devices, and lightning protection, braking systems, guy 
wiring & anchors. 

d. Data specifying the kilowatt size and generating capacity in kilowatts of the 
particular unit. 

e. The maximum decibel level of the particular unit.  This information shall be 
obtained from the manufacturer of the turbine unit. 

f. Hazardous materials containment and disposal plan. 
3. A site drawing showing the location of the unit in relation to existing structures on 

the property, roads and other public right-of-ways, overhead utility lines, and 
neighboring property lines. 

4. Evidence of established setbacks of 1.25 1.1 times the height of the wind turbine and 
“clear fall zone.”  

5. A maintenance schedule as well as a dismantling plan that outlines how the unit will 
be dismantled shall be required as part of the permit. 

 

Definitions: 
 

 Accessory Structures.    Structures such as sheds, storage sheds, pool houses, unattached 

garages, and barns. 

 Anemometer.  An instrument that measures the force and direction of the wind. 

 Clear Fall Zone.  An area surrounding the wind turbine unit into which the turbine and/or 

turbine components might fall due to inclement weather, poor maintenance, faulty construction 

methods, or any other condition causing turbine failure that shall remain unobstructed and 

confined within the property lines of the primary parcel where the turbine is located. The 

purpose of the zone being that if the turbine should fall or otherwise become damaged, the 

falling structure will be confined to the primary parcel and will not intrude onto a neighboring 

property.  

 Cowling.  A streamlined removable cover that encloses the turbine’s nacelle. 

 Decibel.  A unit of relative loudness equal to ten times the common logarithm of the ratio of 

two readings. For sound, the decibel scale runs from zero for the least perceptible sound to 130 

for sound that causes pain. 

 Nacelle.  Sits atop the tower and contains the essential mechanical components of the turbine 

to which the rotor is attached. 

 Primary Structure.  For each property, the structure that one or more persons occupy the 

majority of time on that property for either business or personal reasons.  Primary structures 

include structures such as residences, commercial buildings, hospitals, and day care facilities.  
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Primary structures exclude structures such as hunting sheds, storage sheds, pool houses, 

unattached garages, and barns. 

 Professional Engineer (PE).  A qualified individual who is licensed as a Professional Engineer in 

the State of Ohio. 

 Megawatt (MW). A unit of power, equal to one million watts. 

 Small Wind Project. Any wind project less than 5MW which includes the wind turbine generator 

and anemometer. 

 Wind Power Turbine Owner.  The person, persons, or entity who owns the Wind Turbine 

structure. 

 Wind Power Turbine Tower.  The support structure to which the turbine and rotor are attached. 

 Wind Power Turbine Tower Height.  The distance from the rotor blade at its highest point to 

the top surface of the ground at the Wind Power Generating Facility (WPGF) foundation. 
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Section 1045 & Definitions = New Language to be added: 
 
Adult Entertainment: 

 
Section 1045 General Conditions for Adult Entertainment Use.   
Adult Entertainment Facilities are conditionally permitted within the M-2 Heavy Manufacturing District 

only, and subject to conditions set forth in the Zoning Resolution Section 1045 and paragraphs 1-9 

hereafter set forth. 

1. No adult entertainment facility shall be established within one thousand (1,000) feet of any 
areas zoned for residential use. 

2. No adult entertainment facility shall be established within a radius of one thousand five hundred 
(1,500) feet of any school, library, or teaching facility, whether public or private, governmental 
or commercial which school, library, or teaching facility is attended by persons under eighteen 
(18) years of age. 

3. No adult entertainment facility shall be established within a radius of one thousand five hundred 
(1,500) feet of any park or recreational facility attended by persons under eighteen (18) years of 
age. 

4. No adult entertainment facility shall be established within a radius of two thousand (2,000) feet 
of any other adult entertainment facility. 

5. No adult entertainment facility shall be established within a radius of one thousand five hundred 
(1,500) feet of established church, synagogue, or permanently established place of religious 
services which is attended by persons under eighteen (18) years of age. 

6. No advertisements, displays, or other promotional materials shall be shown or exhibited so as to 
be visible to the public from pedestrian sidewalks or walkways, or from other areas public or 
semi-public. 

7. All building openings, entries, windows, etc. for adult uses shall be located, covered, or serviced 
in such a manner as to prevent a view into the interior from any public or semi-public area, 
sidewalk, or street.  For new construction, the building shall be oriented so as to minimize any 
possibility of viewing the interior from public or semi-public areas. 

8. No screens, loudspeakers, or sound equipment shall be used for adult motion picture theatres 
(enclosed or drive-in) that can be seen or discerned by the public from public or semi-public 
areas. 

9. Off-street parking shall be provided in accordance with the standards for permitted use within 
M-2 Heavy Manufacturing District. 

 

Definitions: 

Adult Entertainment Facilities.  A facility having a significant portion of its function as adult 

entertainment which includes the following listed categories: 

1. Adult Bookstore.  An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its stock in 
trade, books, magazines, and other periodicals which are distinguished or characterized by their 
emphasis on matter depicting or relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical 
areas” as herein defined or an establishment with a segment or section devoted to the sale or 
display of such material. 
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2. Adult Booth.  Any area of a sexually oriented business establishment or tattoo parlor set off 
from the remainder of such establishment by one or more walls or other dividers or partitions 
and used to show, play, or otherwise demonstrate any adult materials or to view any live 
performance that is distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on the exposure, depiction, 
or description of “specified anatomical areas” or the conduct or simulation of “specified sexual 
activities.” 

3. Adult Material.  Any of the following, whether new or used:   
a. Books, magazines, periodicals, or other printed matter, or digitally stored materials that 

are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on the exposure, depiction, or 
description of “specified anatomical areas” or the conduct or simulation of “specified 
sexual activities.” 

b. Films, motion pictures, video or audio cassettes, slides, computer displays, or other 
visual representations or recordings of any kind that are distinguished or characterized 
by an emphasis on the exposure, depiction, or description of “specified anatomical 
areas” or the conduct or simulation of “specified sexual activities.” 

c. Instruments, novelties, devices, or paraphernalia that are designed for use in connection 
with “specified sexual activities” or that depict or describe “specified anatomical areas.” 

4. Adult Mini Motion Picture Theatre.  A facility with a capacity for less than fifty (50) persons, 
used for presenting material distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, 
describing, or relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas,” for 
observation by patrons therein. 

5. Adult Motion Picture Theatre.  A facility with a capacity of fifty (50) or more persons, used for 
presenting material distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, 
describing, or relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas,” for 
observation by patrons therein. 

6. Adult Entertainment Business.  Any establishment involved in the sale or services or products 
characterized by the exposure or presentation of “specified anatomical areas” or physical 
contact of live males or females, and which is characterized by salacious conduct appealing to 
prurient interest for the observation or participation in by patrons.  Services or products 
included within the scope of adult entertainment business are photography, dancing, reading, 
massage, and similar functions which utilize activities as specified above. 

 

 



Page | 7 
 

Section 1050, 1051, 1052, 1053 & Definitions = New Language to be added: 
 

Residential Care Facilities: 

Section 1050 Family Care Home. Family Care Homes may be permitted as a Conditional Use within an 

adequately sized unattached residential Dwelling within the M-2 Heavy Manufacturing District subject 

to the following criteria: 

1. No Family Care Home may be permitted unless the agency supervising such a facility satisfies 
the Board of Zoning Appeals that the home complies with all state and/or local licensing 
requirements. 

2. The home shall not be located closer than one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet to another 
Family Care Home, Home for Adjustment, Institution, Boarding House, Lodging House, or Group 
Care Home. Variances of more than ten percent (10%) of this requirement may not be 
considered. 

3. The home shall be reasonably accessible, by reason of location or transportation provided by 
the operator, to necessary medical, psychiatric, recreational, or other services required by the 
residents. 

4. Every room occupied for sleeping purposes within the home shall contain a minimum of eighty 
(80) square feet of habitable Floor Area for each occupant. 

5. Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or officially planned future neighboring Uses from 
the standpoint of noise, lights, congestion of traffic generation which would be incompatible 
with the neighborhood environment. 

6. The operator or agency applying for the Conditional Use Permit to operate such a facility shall 
provide the Board of Zoning Appeals with a plan that documents the following: 

(a) The operator or agency applying for the Conditional Use Permit shall show the need 
for the home in relation to the specific clientele served by providing the following 
information: 
1. The clientele served. 
2. Location of other like facilities in Logan County. 
3. Location of essential services for care and daily needs of the clientele served. 

(b)  A description of program objectives and the nature of other community-based 
residential social service facilities operated by such operator or agency. 

(c) A list of the licensing agencies’ standards and the sponsoring agency’s standards for 
the operation of the desired facility. 

7. The home shall provide adequate Off-Street parking area for each resident supervisor and/or 
resident who is permitted to own or operate an automobile. 

8. The proposed use of the site as a Family Care Home shall be compatible with the present 
character of the neighborhood, considering noise, traffic, light, exterior Alterations of the 
Structure, or other potentially offensive characteristics. 

9. Suitable space shall be provided for indoor and/or outdoor recreational activities for the 
clientele served, based upon generally accepted recreational standards or those specified by the 
licensing authority. 

10. No exterior Alterations of the Structure shall be made which depart from the residential 
character of the Building. All new structures proposed shall be of compatible residential design 
with the surrounding neighborhood, to the degree possible. 

11. All exterior lighting shall comply with state and/or local requirements. 
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12. The Conditional Use Permit shall be limited to the operator to whom it is originally issued and is 
not transferable to any subsequent operator. 

13. In its review of each proposed facility, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall make specific finding of 
fact relative to the following criteria. Specifically the Board shall determine that the proposed 
facility: 

(a) Is in fact a Family Care Home Facility and, if required, is licensed by the appropriate 
authority to provide such service within the State of Ohio (and the respective 
jurisdiction). 

(b) Is in fact a needed facility in the location proposed, based upon evidence acceptable 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals. The BZA shall consider acceptable evidence the 
information requested in 6(a). 

(c) Will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained so as to be harmonious and 
appropriate in appearance with the existing or officially planned Uses of the general 
vicinity and that such Use will not change the essential character of the same area. 
In this regard, it does not contribute to a concentration of such facilities in the 
respective area. 

(d) Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or officially planned future 
neighboring Uses from the standpoint of noise, lights, congestion or traffic 
generation which would be incompatible with the neighborhood environment. 

(e) Will be served adequately  by essential public facilities and services such as 
highways, streets, police and fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, 
water and sewer, and schools; or that the persons or agencies responsible for the 
establishment of the proposed Use shall be able to provide adequately any such 
services. 

(f) Will not involve Uses, activities and conditions of operation that will be detrimental 
to any persons, property, or the general welfare. 

(g) Will have vehicular approaches to the property that shall be so designed as not to 
create an interference with traffic on surrounding public thoroughfares. 

(h) Will not result in the destruction, loss, or damage of a natural, scenic, or historic 
feature of major importance. 

14. The Board of Zoning Appeals my issue a Conditional Use Permit for a period of one (1) year. At 
the completion of the one (1) year period, the Family Care Home Facility operation shall be 
reviewed by the Board of Zoning Appeals. The Board of Zoning Appeals may extend the 
Conditional Use or deny the Conditional Use. 

15. These regulations do not apply to Foster Homes as defined in Article II “Definitions”. 
 

Section 1051 Group Care Homes. Group Care Homes may be permitted as a Conditional Use within an 

adequately sized unattached residential Dwelling within the M-2 Heavy Manufacturing District subject 

to the following criteria: 

1. No Group Home may be permitted unless the agency supervising such a facility satisfies the 
Board of Zoning Appeals that the home complies with all state and/or local licensing 
requirements. 

2. The home shall not be located closer than one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet to another 
Group Care Home, Family Care Home, Home for Adjustment, Institution, Boarding House, 
Lodging House. Variances of more than ten percent (10%) of this requirement may not be 
considered. 
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3. The home shall be reasonably accessible, by reason of location or transportation provided by 
the operator, to necessary medical, psychiatric, recreational, or other services required by the 
residents. 

4. Every room occupied for sleeping purposes within the home shall contain a minimum of eighty 
(80) square feet of habitable Floor Area for each occupant. 

5. Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or officially planned future neighboring Uses from 
the standpoint of noise, lights, congestion of traffic generation which would be incompatible 
with the neighborhood environment. 

6. The operator or agency applying for the Conditional Use Permit to operate such a facility shall 
provide the Board of Zoning Appeals with a plan that documents the following: 

(a) The operator or agency applying for the Conditional Use Permit shall show the need 
for the home in relation to the specific clientele served by providing the following 
information: 
1. The clientele served. 
2. Location of other like facilities in Logan County. 
3. Location of essential services for care and daily needs of the clientele served. 

(b)  A description of program objectives and the nature of other community-based 
residential social service facilities operated by such operator or agency. 

(c) A list of the licensing agencies’ standards and the sponsoring agency’s standards for 
the operation of the desired facility. 

7. The home shall provide adequate Off-Street parking area for each resident supervisor and/or 
resident who is permitted to own or operate an automobile. 

8. The proposed use of the site as a group care home shall be compatible with the present 
character of the neighborhood, considering noise, traffic, light, exterior Alterations of the 
Structure, or other potentially offensive characteristics. 

9. Suitable space shall be provided for indoor and/or outdoor recreational activities for the 
clientele served, based upon generally accepted recreational standards or those specified by the 
licensing authority. 

10. No exterior Alterations of the Structure shall be made which depart from the residential 
character of the Building. All new structures proposed shall be of compatible residential design 
with the surrounding neighborhood, to the degree possible. 

11. All exterior lighting shall comply with state and/or local requirements. 
12. The Conditional Use Permit shall be limited to the operator to whom it is originally issued and is 

not transferable to any subsequent operator. 
13. In its review of each proposed facility, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall make specific finding of 

fact relative to the following criteria. Specifically the Board shall determine that the proposed 
facility: 

(a) Is in fact a Group Care Home Facility and, if required, is licensed by the appropriate 
authority to provide such service within the State of Ohio (and the respective 
jurisdiction). 

(b) Is in fact a needed facility in the location proposed, based upon evidence acceptable 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals as provided in 6(a). 

(c) Will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained so as to be harmonious and 
appropriate in appearance with the existing or officially planned Uses of the general 
vicinity and that such Use will not change the essential character of the same area. 
In this regard, it does not contribute to a concentration of such facilities in the 
respective area. 
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(d) Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or officially planned future 
neighboring Uses from the standpoint of noise, lights, congestion or traffic 
generation which would be incompatible with the neighborhood environment. 

(e) Will be served adequately  by essential public facilities and services such as 
highways, streets, police and fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, 
water and sewer, and schools; or that the persons or agencies responsible for the 
establishment of the proposed Use shall be able to provide adequately any such 
services. 

(f) Will not involve Uses, activities and conditions of operation that will be detrimental 
to any persons, property, or the general welfare. 

(g) Will have vehicular approaches to the property that shall be so designed as not to 
create an interference with traffic on surrounding public thoroughfares. 

(h) Will not result in the destruction, loss, or damage of a natural, scenic, or historic 
feature of major importance. 

14. The Board of Zoning Appeals my issue a Conditional Use Permit for a period of one (1) year. At 
the completion of the one (1) year period, the Group Care Home Facility operation shall be 
reviewed by the Board of Zoning Appeals. The Board of Zoning Appeals may extend the 
Conditional Use or deny the Conditional Use. 

15. These regulations do not apply to Foster Homes as defined in Article II “Definitions”. 
 

Section 1052 Home for Adjustment. A Home for Adjustment may be permitted as a Conditional Use 

within an adequately sized unattached residential Dwelling within the M-2 Heavy Manufacturing District 

subject to the following criteria: 

1. No Home for Adjustment may be permitted unless the agency supervising such a facility satisfies 
the Board of Zoning Appeals that the home complies with all state and/or local licensing 
requirements. 

2. The home shall not be located closer than one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet to another 
Home for Adjustment, Family Care Home, Institution, Boarding House, Lodging House or Group 
Care Home. Variances of more than ten percent (10%) of this requirement may not be 
considered. 

3. The home shall be reasonably accessible, by reason of location or transportation provided by 
the operator, to necessary medical, psychiatric, recreational, or other services required by the 
residents. 

4. Every room occupied for sleeping purposes within the home shall contain a minimum of eighty 
(80) square feet of habitable Floor Area for each occupant. 

5. Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or officially planned future neighboring Uses from 
the standpoint of noise, lights, congestion of traffic generation which would be incompatible 
with the neighborhood environment. 

6. The operator or agency applying for the Conditional Use Permit to operate such a facility shall 
provide the Board of Zoning Appeals with a plan that documents the following: 

(a) The operator or agency applying for the Conditional Use Permit shall show the need 
for the home in relation to the specific clientele served by providing the following 
information: 
1. The clientele served. 
2. Location of other like facilities in Logan County. 
3. Location of essential services for care and daily needs of the clientele served. 
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(b)  A description of program objectives and the nature of other community-based 
residential social service facilities operated by such operator or agency. 

(c) A list of the licensing agencies’ standards and the sponsoring agency’s standards for 
the operation of the desired facility. 

7. The home shall provide adequate Off-Street parking area for each resident supervisor and/or 
resident who is permitted to own or operate an automobile. 

8. The proposed use of the site as a Home For Adjustment shall be compatible with the present 
character of the neighborhood, considering noise, traffic, light, exterior Alterations of the 
Structure, or other potentially offensive characteristics. 

9. Suitable space shall be provided for indoor and/or outdoor recreational activities for the 
clientele served, based upon generally accepted recreational standards or those specified by the 
licensing authority. 

10. No exterior Alterations of the Structure shall be made which depart from the residential 
character of the Building. All new structures proposed shall be of compatible residential design 
with the surrounding neighborhood, to the degree possible. 

11. All exterior lighting shall comply with state and/or local requirements. 
12. The Conditional Use Permit shall be limited to the operator to whom it is originally issued and is 

not transferable to any subsequent operator. 
13. In its review of each proposed facility, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall make specific finding of 

fact relative to the following criteria. Specifically the Board shall determine that the proposed 
facility: 

(a) Is in fact a Home for Adjustment Facility and, if required, is licensed by the 
appropriate authority to provide such service within the State of Ohio (and the 
respective jurisdiction). 

(b) Is in fact a needed facility in the location proposed, based upon evidence acceptable 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals as provided in 6(a). 

(c) Will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained so as to be harmonious and 
appropriate in appearance with the existing or officially planned Uses of the general 
vicinity and that such Use will not change the essential character of the same area. 
In this regard, it does not contribute to a concentration of such facilities in the 
respective area. 

(d) Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or officially planned future 
neighboring Uses from the standpoint of noise, lights, congestion or traffic 
generation which would be incompatible with the neighborhood environment. 

(e) Will be served adequately  by essential public facilities and services such as 
highways, streets, police and fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, 
water and sewer, and schools; or that the persons or agencies responsible for the 
establishment of the proposed Use shall be able to provide adequately any such 
services. 

(f) Will not involve Uses, activities and conditions of operation that will be detrimental 
to any persons, property, or the general welfare. 

(g) Will have vehicular approaches to the property that shall be so designed as not to 
create an interference with traffic on surrounding public thoroughfares. 

(h) Will not result in the destruction, loss, or damage of a natural, scenic, or historic 
feature of major importance. 

14. The Board of Zoning Appeals my issue a Conditional Use Permit for a period of one (1) year. At 
the completion of the one (1) year period, the Home for Adjustment Facility operation shall be 
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reviewed by the Board of Zoning Appeals. The Board of Zoning Appeals may extend the 
Conditional Use or deny the Conditional Use. 

15. These regulations do not apply to Foster Homes as defined in Article II “Definitions”. 
 

Section 1053  Institution: A Institution may be permitted as a Conditional Use within an adequately 

sized unattached residential Dwelling within the M-2 Heavy Manufacturing District subject to the 

following criteria: 

1. No Institution may be permitted unless the agency supervising such a facility satisfies the Board 
of Zoning Appeals that the Institution complies with all state and/or local licensing 
requirements. 

2. The Institution shall not be located closer than one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet to 
another Institution, Family Care Home, Home for Adjustment, Boarding House, Lodging House, 
or Group Care Home. Variances of more than ten percent (10%) of this requirement may not be 
considered. 

3. The institution shall be reasonably accessible, by reason of location or transportation provided 
by the operator, to necessary medical, psychiatric, recreational, or other services required by 
the residents. 

4. Every room occupied for sleeping purposes within the institution shall contain a minimum of 
eighty (80) square feet of habitable Floor Area for each occupant. 

5. Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or officially planned future neighboring Uses from 
the standpoint of noise, lights, congestion of traffic generation which would be incompatible 
with the neighborhood environment. 

6. The operator or agency applying for the Conditional Use Permit to operate such a facility shall 
provide the Board of Zoning Appeals with a plan that documents the following: 

(a) The operator or agency applying for the Conditional Use Permit shall show the need 
for the home in relation to the specific clientele served by providing the following 
information: 
1. The clientele served. 
2. Location of other like facilities in Logan County. 
3. Location of essential services for care and daily needs of the clientele served. 

(b)  A description of program objectives and the nature of other community-based 
residential social service facilities operated by such operator or agency. 

(c) A list of the licensing agencies’ standards and the sponsoring agency’s standards for 
the operation of the desired facility. 

7. The institution shall provide adequate Off-Street parking area for each resident supervisor 
and/or resident who is permitted to own or operate an automobile. 

8. The proposed use of the site as an institution care home shall be compatible with the present 
character of the neighborhood, considering noise, traffic, light, exterior Alterations of the 
Structure, or other potentially offensive characteristics. 

9. Suitable space shall be provided for indoor and/or outdoor recreational activities for the 
clientele served, based upon generally accepted recreational standards or those specified by the 
licensing authority. 

10. No exterior Alterations of the Structure shall be made which depart from the residential 
character of the Building. All new structures proposed shall be of compatible residential design 
with the surrounding neighborhood, to the degree possible. 

11. All exterior lighting shall comply with state and/or local requirements. 
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12. The Conditional Use Permit shall be limited to the operator to whom it is originally issued and is 
not transferable to any subsequent operator. 

13. In its review of each proposed facility, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall make specific finding of 
fact relative to the following criteria. Specifically the Board shall determine that the proposed 
facility: 

(a) Is in fact an Institution and, if required, is licensed by the appropriate authority to 
provide such service within the State of Ohio (and the respective jurisdiction). 

(b) Is in fact a needed facility in the location proposed, based upon evidence acceptable 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals as provided in 6(a) 

(c) Will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained so as to be harmonious and 
appropriate in appearance with the existing or officially planned Uses of the general 
vicinity and that such Use will not change the essential character of the same area. 
In this regard, it does not contribute to a concentration of such facilities in the 
respective area. 

(d) Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or officially planned future 
neighboring Uses from the standpoint of noise, lights, congestion or traffic 
generation which would be incompatible with the neighborhood environment. 

(e) Will be served adequately  by essential public facilities and services such as 
highways, streets, police and fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, 
water and sewer, and schools; or that the persons or agencies responsible for the 
establishment of the proposed Use shall be able to provide adequately any such 
services. 

(f) Will not involve Uses, activities and conditions of operation that will be detrimental 
to any persons, property, or the general welfare. 

(g) Will have vehicular approaches to the property that shall be so designed as not to 
create an interference with traffic on surrounding public thoroughfares. 

(h) Will not result in the destruction, loss, or damage of a natural, scenic, or historic 
feature of major importance. 

14. The Board of Zoning Appeals my issue a Conditional Use Permit for a period of one (1) year. At 
the completion of the one (1) year period, the Institution Facility operation shall be reviewed by 
the Board of Zoning Appeals. The Board of Zoning Appeals may extend the Conditional Use or 
deny the Conditional Use. 

15. These regulations do not apply to Foster Homes as defined in Article II “Definitions”. 
 

 

DEFINITIONS: 

 Family Care Home.  A residential facility which is operated by private citizens or a social service 

agency to provide room and board, personal care, habilitation services, and supervision in a 

family setting for not more than eight (8) persons with developmental disabilities. A 

developmental disability shall be defined as a disability that originated before the attainment of 

eighteen (18) years of age and can be expected to continue indefinitely, constitutes a substantial 

handicap to the person’s ability to function normally in society, and is attributable to mental 

retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism or any other condition found to be closely related 

to mental retardation because such condition results in similar impairment of general 

intellectual functioning or adaptive behavior or requires similar treatment and services. All 
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family care homes shall possess a license from the appropriate state or local agencies having 

authority under law to license the operation. 

 Foster Home.  A private residence providing resident services and protective supervision for the 

care and/or rehabilitation of not more than eight (8) children, adolescents, or adults within a 

home environment, all under the regulation of the appropriate social service agency having 

authority under law to license the operation. 

 Group Care Home.  A residential facility which is operated by private citizens or a social service 

agency to provide room and board, personal care, rehabilitation services, and supervision in a 

family setting for more than eight (8) but not more than (16) persons with developmental 

disabilities. A developmental disability shall be defined as a disability that originated before the 

attainment of eighteen (18) years of age and can be expected to continue indefinitely, 

constitutes a substantial handicap to the person’s ability to function normally in society, and is 

attributable to mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism or any other condition found 

to be closely related to mental retardation because such condition results in similar impairment 

of general intellectual functioning or adaptive behavior or requires similar treatment and 

services. All group care homes shall possess a license from the appropriate state or local 

agencies having authority under law to license the operation. 

 Home for Adjustment.  A residential facility operated by a court, a social service agency, or 

private citizens which provide therapy, counseling, and a residential environment for eight (8) or 

fewer adolescents or adults for the following purposes: 

1. To assist them in recuperating from the effects of drugs or alcohol. 
2. To assist them in adjusting to living with handicaps or emotional or mental disorder in 

lieu of or subsequent to confinement within an institution; or 
3. To provide housing and a supervised living arrangement in lieu of or subsequent to 

placement within a correctional institution. 

 Institution.  Any residential facility designed or used for more than sixteen (16) persons 

functioning under the purposes of a family care home or a group care home, or any residential 

facility designed or used for more than eight (8) persons under the purposes of a home for 

adjustment. 

 


