
Miami Valley Planning 
Commission (MVRPC) 

Conference

Planning & Zoning 
Workshop

Planning & Zoning for 
Wind Energy Systems

1

December 4, 2009



Agenda ïZoning & Planning for 
Wind Energy Systems

Á Introductions ïWho are we?  

Á Jenny Snapp, Director, LUC (Logan -Union -Champaign) 
Regional Planning Commission

Á Dave Steiner, Director, Wood County Planning Commission

Á Questions and Answers
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Introduction

ÁGeneral Statistics

īOhioôs Energy Consumption

ÁFifth Nationally

Á86% of our electricity is from coal

Á<1% from alternative sources

Source:  Ohio Department of Agriculture, ñFarmland Preservation 
Summitò, Michael Bailey 3



SB 221

ÁSigned by Governor Strickland on May 1, 2008

Á Implemented AEPS or Alternative Energy 
Portfolio Standards

ÁAccording to ODA, Ohio is 26 th state to have 
AEPS and 4 th most aggressive
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AEPS Requirement by 2025

Á25% of electricity sold in Ohio must come from 
alternative technology

ÁAt least half of 25%, or 12.5% must be from 
renewable sources
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Positives & Negatives ï
Discussion Slide from Audience

ÁPositives ï
× Environment ïClean, renewable, local
× Reduces Energy Dependence
× Economic ïJob Creation, Investment, Property Tax Revenues 

to Local Economies
× Farmland Preservation

ÁNegatives ï
× Noise
× Vibration ïEpileptic seizures
× Attention Disorders in children
× Shadow Flickering
× Property Values?
× Death of Birds/Bats
× Aesthetic Considerations
× Ice Shedding
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Wind Turbines
ÁVery Controversial Subject particularly when 

talking about Large -Sized Turbines.
ÁCOLLABORATION ïie. Wood Co. ïDave Steiner
ÁHistory in LUC Area leading up to HB 562

×Gamesa Energy Monroe Twp, Logan Co ï2005 
Zoning based off of Stephenson County, Illinois

×Public Utility?  Logan & Champaign County 
Prosecutors said NO

×PUCO/OPSB Role at that time = 50 MW and over

×3 Wind Developers interested in 6 Townships ï3 
Counties became public = CONTROVERSY

×Petitioned Language from Proôs and Antiôs (10)

×Zoning Referendums 

×Wind Study Groups ïLogan & Champaign Co.ôs 

×HB 562 7
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Small versus Large Wind Turbines

Small Turbines

ÁUnder 5 mw in size

ÁLocal Jurisdiction has 
the authority to zone

Large Turbines

Á5 mw and over in size

ÁJurisdiction is held by 
Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 
(PUCO)

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText127/127
_HB_562_EN_N.html

http://www.opsb.ohio.gov/OPSB/cases/case.cfm?id
=4284
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Location
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Why Ohio?

ÁOhioôs Wind Energy 
Potential

Source:  US Department of Energy 11


