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Section 1.0: Introduction 
The purpose of this feasibility study is to review and evaluate alternatives for a new east to west multi-use trail along an abandoned 

railroad right-of-way (RW) in western Champaign County for the Clark County-Springfield Transportation Coordinating Committee 

(CCSTCC) in cooperation with the Village of St. Paris and the Logan-Union-Champaign Regional Planning Commission. The evaluation 

will include recommendations for treatments at roadway crossings or where the trail may leave the abandoned railroad RW, general 

condition of existing structures that could be reused, and connectivity recommendations for the adjacent regional trail networks at 

either end of the study corridor. The abandoned RW extends between Piqua and Urbana and has been acquired by adjacent property 

owners. The corridor study limits extended from the Miami County Line, just east of CR 21 / South Elm Tree Road to the City of Urbana. 

The corridor was broken into four segments to assist with prioritization and funding efforts led by the Village of St. Paris. The segments 

identified are listed below: 

¶ Segment 1 ς Within the Village of St. Paris, between SR 235 and CR 26 / Heck Hill Road, approximately 2.75 miles. 

¶ Segment 2 ς West of the Village of St. Paris, between the Miami County Line (east of CR 21 / South Elm Tree Road) to SR 235, 

approximately 2.2 miles. 

¶ Segment 3 ς East of the Village of St. Paris, between CR 26 / Heck Hill Road to SR 560, approximately 5.5 miles 

¶ Segment 4 ς West of the City of Urbana, from SR 560 to the Simon Kenton Trail near US 36 in Urbana, approximately 4.2 miles 

In this study, Burgess and Niple (B&N) evaluated the connectivity between several key locations. Within the Village of St. Paris, the 

project stakeholders identified several destinations for trail connections. These included the pony wagon factory that serves as a 

museum for St. Paris, Harmon Memorial Park, and Graham High School. From a regional perspective, the future trail will provide 

connectivity to planned or established trail systems in the area. At the western end of the study corridor, the Miami County Park 

District has paved portions of the corridor in Miami County and anticipates extending the paving efforts easterly to the county line 

through the next several years. The completion of Segment 1 and 2 will connect the Village of St. Paris to the portion of trail completed 

in Miami County. This connection will facilitate access by trail users to the Great Miami River Trail that travels from Hamilton/Fairfield 

to north of Piqua. To the east, the completion of trail segments 3 and 4 into Urbana will provide a connection to the Simon Kenton 

Trail, which travels from Cincinnati to Bellefontaine. The Village of St. Paris is part of the Great Ohio Cycling Circuit. Exhibits 1.1, 1.2 

and 1.3 illustrate an overview of the corridor limits and key locations and connections. 

 

Exhibit 1.1 ς Study Limits (photo credit: Google Maps) 
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Exhibit 1.2 ς Connections within St. Paris (photo credit: Google Maps) 

 

Exhibit 1.3 ς Trail System Connections (photo credit: Traillink.com) 

Section 2.0: Stakeholder Coordination and Alternative Development Process 
B&N met with the stakeholders for an initial brainstorm session (Stakeholder Meeting 1) on October 20, 2021 to discuss each segment 

and the opportunities and challenges each segment presented. Key locations, destinations and areas were identified during the 

discussion. The Village officials and stakeholders prioritized the segments, identifying Segment 1 (within the Village of St. Paris) as the 

highest priority. Secondary priorities included determining appropriate ties to the western segment of trail under development by 

Miami County and to the Simon Kenton Trail to the east, identifying safe at-grade crossing treatments for the state, county and local 

routes  the proposed trail will need to cross, and providing a safe crossing at the active north-south rail line at the eastern side of the 

Village.  

B&N facilitated a second stakeholder meeting (Stakeholder Meeting 2) on January 24, 2022, where B&N shared exhibits of the 

potential alignments, results of their initial evaluation of the alignments, and opportunities and challenges with each.  The goal of the 

second meeting was to narrow the alignments down for further study and capture feedback from the stakeholders.   

Current paved trail in 

Miami County Study Boundary 

Simon Kenton 

Trail 

Pony Wagon 

Museum 

Harmon 

Memorial 

Park 
Graham High School 
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Section 3.0: Existing Conditions 
B&N performed a site visit of the abandoned railroad corridor and surrounding area to observe the existing conditions and discover 

any possible challenges that were not previously brought up or apparent from Google Earth. Aerial footage of the abandoned railroad 

RW and key locations such as existing bridges, crossings, and culverts were captured using drone footage. 

Throughout the four study segments, there is an abandoned railroad corridor which could serve as a significant portion of the trail 

alignment. The railroad was abandoned approximately 30 years ago. In some areas the existing railroad ballast is present, in others 

the ballast was removed, or erosion washed away the ballast and surrounding soils. The existing ditch line on either side of the ballast 

has not been maintained, and existing culverts and structures were not maintained.  In some locations, the existing superstructure 

was removed. Most of the land in which this abandoned railroad corridor resides on is privately owned and would require acquisition. 

There are multiple roadway crossings. Roadways vary from state to county to local roadways. Overall, there are no major utilities that 

the stakeholders were aware of within the abandoned railroad RW except for a fiber optic agreement for placement within the Village 

limits. Within each segment several alternatives were studied at specific locations to address challenges, connection to identified 

points of interest, and crossing strategies.  

Segment 1 
Segment 1 falls within the Village of St. Paris, extending between SR 235 and CR 26 / Heck Hill Road and is approximately 2.75 miles in 

length. Exhibit 3.1 illustrates the segment limits for Segment 1.  

 

Exhibit 3.1: Segment 1 limits (photo credit: Google Maps) 

This segment includes three roadway crossings outside of the local street system within the Village of St. Paris ς SR 235, South High 

Street, and CR 26 / Heck Hill Road.  Table 3.1 provides the existing roadway data at these three crossings. 

Table 3.1: Segment 1 Roadway Crossings 

Roadway Roadway Classification Posted 
Speed 

No. Lanes AADT (if known)* 

SR 235 Major Collector 55 mph One lane / direction 3,302  

S High Street Local 25 mph One lane / direction  

CR 26 / Heck Hill Rd Local (south of US 36) 
Minor Collector (north of US 36 

45 mph One lane / direction 1,015 

* AADT based on available ODOT TIMS data 
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During the stakeholder meeting, the stakeholders noted that the abandoned railroad RW is owned by 6 different landowners. Within 

this segment, portions of the abandoned railroad RW have existing structures constructed within the RW footprint. There are several 

alleys that parallel the abandoned railroad RW that could serve as on street connections. The stakeholders noted that the Village 

owned solar panels have a bored fiber through the abandoned railroad RW onto the west side of the water treatment plant. Photo 

3.1 illustrates the abandoned railroad RW and several of the structures that were constructed within the existing rail bed area.  

 

Photo 3.1 ς Existing structures (in yellow circle) within the abandoned railroad RW (blue highlight) 

The Village streets within this area are low volume. Some have continuous sidewalks while others do not have continuous sidewalks. 

It has been noted that residents walk along the street in several areas. Walnut Street was identified as a potential on street connection 

due to its relative width. Two destinations were identified within the Village limits ς the Pony Wagon Museum and Harmon Memorial 

Park, shown in Photo 3.2.  

        

Photo 3.2 ς Pony Wagon Museum (in yellow circle) and Harmon Memorial Park (in blue circle) with respect to the abandoned 

railroad RW (blue highlight) 

North 
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At the eastern side of town, the abandoned railroad formerly had an overpass structure over an active north-south rail line. The 

superstructure has since been demolished, creating a gap in the potential trail if it follows the railroad alignment. The existing 

abutments remain and appear to be in good condition. Photo 3.3 illustrates the crossing.  

 

Photo 3.3 ς Existing abutments at former rail overpass overactive rail line 

To the north of the former abandoned railroad crossing, US 36 has an established at-grade crossing with the active rail line that includes 

lights and gates. To the south, South Troy Street, a Village owned roadway, has an established at-grade crossing with the active rail. 

This crossing provides access to a private property and does not have gates to block the crossing when a train approaches. Photo 3.4 

illustrates the crossing at the Village owned roadway. 

 

Photo 3.4 ς At-grade crossing on East Troy Street south of abandoned railroad RW 

The stakeholders also noted an existing at-grade crossing off Huffman Road / Dump Road within Village owned property approximately 

0.66 miles north of US 36.  

Within the Village no flooding concerns have been identified. Just west of S High Street, an existing culvert conveys a stream under 

the abandoned railroad RW. Photo 3.5 illustrates the condition of the existing culvert.  
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Photos 3.5 ς Culvert just west of S High Street 

Segment 2  
Segment 2 extends west of the Village of St. Paris, between the Miami County Line (east of CR 21 / South Elm Tree Road) to SR 235 

(where Segment 1 begins) and is approximately 2.2 miles in length. This segment is primarily flanked by fields that are actively farmed. 

Exhibit 3.2 illustrates the segment limits for Segment 2. 

 

Exhibit 3.2: Segment 2 limits (photo credit: Google Maps) 

This segment includes two roadway crossings ς CR 6/ N. Bollinger Road and CR 21 / South Elm Tree Road.  Table 3.2 provides the 

existing roadway data at these two crossings. 

Table 3.2: Segment 2 Roadway Crossings 

Roadway Roadway Classification Posted 
Speed 

No. Lanes AADT (if known)* 

CR 6 / N Bollinger Road Local 45 mph One lane / direction 105 

CR 21 / Elm Tree Road Local 45 mph One lane / direction 300 

* AADT based on available ODOT TIMS data 
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This segment contains several culverts. Additional inspection of these culverts is recommended to determine the condition and 

potential repair or replacement costs.   

Segment 3  
Segment 3 begins just east of the Village of St. Paris, at CR 26 / Heck Hill Road and extends to SR 560, and is approximately 5.5 miles 

in length. Exhibit 3.3 illustrates the segment limits for Segment 3. 

 

Exhibit 3.3: Segment 3 limits (photo credit: Google Maps) 

This segment includes five roadway crossings ς TR 229 / Fueston Road, Kite Road, CR 17 / Runkle Road, TR 88 / Troy Hill Road, and SR 

560.  Table 3.3 provides the existing roadway data at these five crossings. 

Table 3.3: Segment 3 Roadway Crossings 

Roadway Roadway Classification Posted 
Speed 

No. Lanes AADT (if known)* 

TR 229 / Fueston Road Local 45 mph One lane / direction  

Kite Road Minor Collector 45 mph One lane / direction 488 
CR 17 / Runkle Road Minor Collector 45 mph One lane / direction 672 

TR 88 / Troy Hill Road Local 45 mph One lane / direction  

SR 560 Major Collector 55 mph One lane / direction 2,396 

*  AADT based on available ODOT TIMS data 

Just east of Fueston Road, the abandoned railroad RW travels through the Bryce Hill Inc. property. The existing structures on the 

property are immediately adjacent to the abandoned railroad RW area. The stakeholders noted that locating a trail along this property 

would likely require fencing to provide separation from the property and require coordination with the property owner to reestablish 

access to the storage area to the east of the buildings. Photo 3.7 illustrates the Bryce Hill Inc. property and the abandoned railroad 

RW. 
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Photo 3.7 ς Abandoned railroad RW (blue highlight) and Bryce Hill Inc. property 

Graham High School falls within the Segment 3 limits. The school was identified by the stakeholders as a key destination for a 

connection to the trail. Between the abandoned railroad RW and the school is some embankment that would require mitigation to 

provide a connection. The crossing on US 36 was discussed as a concern for the stakeholders to ensure students and other pedestrians 

using the trail to access the school could safely cross the minor arterial. Within this area the posted speed limit of US 36 is 55 mph 

with a school zone speed of 20 mph during the school drop off and pick up hours. Photo 3.8 illustrates the abandoned railroad RW, 

embankment and school entrance area.  
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Photo 3.8 ς Abandoned railroad RW (blue highlight), embankment, and school entrance 

West of the CR 22 / Kite Road crossing, where the abandoned railroad RW curves to the southeast, the stakeholders identified a 

concern about the grade in this area of the railroad. It appeared that the grade could be steep, and the stakeholders requested that 

the grade be investigated to determine compliance with all Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility requirements, or if 

mitigation measures would be needed for compliance. 

The stakeholders identified drainage and erosion issues near Runkle Road. An existing culvert crosses the abandoned railroad RW and 

significant erosion due to failure of a culvert on the inlet side of the culvert has been documented in this area. There has been 

coordination with the property owner, Village and County Engineer to acquire fill in this area to address the erosion issues, although 

it had not been remediated to date.  Photo 3.9 captures the culvert and the erosion that has happened at this location. 
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Photo 3.9 ς Existing culvert inlet, outlet, and erosion near Runkle Road 

East of Troy Hill Road, the abandoned railroad RW crosses Nettle Creek. The existing structure is intact and appears to be in okay 

condition. Some minor rehabilitation to the concrete may be necessary. Photo 3.10 illustrates the crossing. 

    

    

Photo 3.10 ς Abandoned railroad RW (blue highlight) and Nettle Creek crossing 
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At SR 526, the County has a materials storage site located on the western side of SR 560 within the abandoned railroad RW. Photo 

3.11 illustrates the material storage area. 

 

Photo 3.11 ς Materials storage within the abandoned railroad RW 

Segment 4  
Segment 4 begins west of the City of Urbana at SR 560, and ends at the Simon Kenton Trail near US 36 in Urbana. This segment is 

approximately 4.2 miles in length. Exhibit 3.4 illustrates the segment limits for Segment 4. 

 

Exhibit 3.4: Segment 4 limits (photo credit: Google Maps) 

This segment includes five roadway crossings ς TR 89 / Bair Road, Muzzy Road and S Edgewood Avenue.  Table 3.4 provides the existing 

roadway data at these three crossings. 
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Table 3.4: Segment 4 Roadway Crossings 

Roadway Roadway Classification Posted 
Speed 

No. Lanes AADT (if known)* 

TR 89 / Bair Road Local 45 mph One lane / direction  

Muzzy Road Local 45 mph One lane / direction  

S Edgewood Avenue Major Collector 25 mph One lane / direction 2,293 

* AADT based on available ODOT TIMS data 

At the TR 89 / Bair Road crossing, the abandoned railroad RW crosses Anderson Creek. There are two existing structures at this creek 

crossing, one of which has an existing residential building constructed on it. The other structure serves as the driveway for the 

property. Photo 3.12 illustrates the existing structures and residential building and driveway. 

 

Photo 3.12 ς Anderson Creek crossing 

Two culverts were identified between TR 89 / Bair Road and the existing stone quarry. It appears both culverts are in fair condition 

and can likely be reused with minor rehabilitation. The eastern most culvert is adjacent to an existing bridge. Photo 3.13 illustrates 

both culverts and the existing bridge.  

 
Photo 3.13 ς Existing Culverts and bridge 
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The abandoned railroad RW crosses the Mad River and enters the Urbana Materials property. The Urbana Materials company is a 

quarry that produces sand and gravel. The existing structure over the Mad River will require re-decking to be utilized for the trail. 

Photo 3.14 illustrates the existing bridge. 

 

Photo 3.14 ς Existing structure over the Mad River 

 

Within the abandoned railroad RW, the Urbana Materials installed a conveyor system that spans the abandoned RW. Trucks currently 

utilize the RW to access various parts of the property from Muzzy Road, to the east. Once east of the Urbana Materials ponds, the 

abandoned railroad RW intersects Muzzy Road and the rail line becomes active. The Simon Kenton Trail has a trail connection to the 

east of this location, along Mad River Pike / College Way. Exhibit 3.5 identifies the end point of the abandoned railroad RW and the 

Simon Kenton trailhead.  

 
Exhibit 3.5 ς Study Corridor Entering Urbana (photo credit: Google maps) 

 

The stakeholders noted that Muzzy Road is a low volume roadway but is utilized predominantly by trucks accessing the gravel company 

property. Muzzy Road crosses S Edgewood Avenue, a higher volume major collector. This crossing was another location of concern 

for trail user safety. Similarly, Mad River Pike is a low volume roadway with narrow shoulders.  

End of abandoned 

railroad RW 

Simon Kenton 

Trail connection 

Mad River Pike 










































