South High upgrade grants OK’d

Construction
scheduled

for 2023

Submitted story

The city of Urbana
received notice from
the Ohio Department
of Transportation
that the city has been
awarded grants total-
ing $3,098,163 to
improve South High
Street between Miami
Street and Lewis B.
Moore Drive. The grants
include $1,348,163
through the Small City
Program, $750,000
through the Transporta-
tion Alternatives Pro-
gram and $1,000,000
through the Safety Pro-
gram.

These grants require
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Proposed Concept for South High Street

between West Broadway Street and Hovey Street

Street.

local cash matches

of either 5% or 10%,
depending on the pro-
gram. In addition, the
city needs an additional
grant of approximately
$960,000 for stormwater
infrastructure on South
High Street through the

llustration courtesy of the city of Urbana
This concept drawing shows a proposal on South High Street from West Broadway Street to Hovey

Ohio Public Works Com-
mission in 2021.

The total estimated
construction cost to
improve South High
Street is $4,320,000, and
approximately 90% of the
total construction cost is
anticipated to be paid by

state and federal grants.
In early 2019, a feasi-

bility study to improve

South High Street was

completed at no cost

to the city through the

Logan-Union-Champaign
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Regional Planning
Commission and its
planning partner
Springheld-Clark County
Transportation Coordi-
nating Committee. This
study sought to identify
improvements that would
provide pedestrian and
bicycle connectivity for
neighborhood residents
and Urbana University
staff and students.

This study identi-
fied other potential
improvements within
the corridor, including
on-street parking, drain-
age upgrades and traffic
calming. A public meet-
ing for residents along
the corridor was held
at Urbana University in
January, and public com-
ments about the project
were accepted before,

during and after the
meeting.

Earlier this summer,
city Engineer Tyler Bum-
balough, Community
Development Manager
Doug Crabill and Carl
Brown, UU’s executive
director of Campus Ser-
vices, Real Estate, and
Planning, gave a presen-
tation about the South
High Street project to
ODOT representatives
in Columbus, outlining
project benefits for the
overall neighborhood and
for Urbana University.

Improvements for cyclists,
pedestrians

The presentation
focused on the benefit
of linking this corridor
together through bicycle
and pedestrian improve-
ments. With downtown
Urbana on the northern
end of the corridor,
Urbana University toward
the middle of the corri-

dor, and the Champaign
County Community Cen-
ter on the southern end
of the corridor, South
High Street links resi-
dents to city and county
services, shopping, din-
ing and employment.
The project will recon-
struct and replace exist-
ing sidewalks within
the corridor and build
sidewalks where none
now exist on South High
Street. Dedicated bike
lanes will be constructed
on both sides of the
roadway between Col-
lege Street and Lewis
B. Moore Drive (state
Route 55). Due to right-
of-way constraints, the
installation of shared lane
markings or sharrows
are planned from Miami
Street to College Street
instead of dedicated bike
lanes. A stormwater sys-
tem, including piping,
catch basins and curbing,
will be constructed along

South High Street. In
addition, the roadway
will be resurfaced from
end to end and off-street
parking areas will be
constructed as part of
the roadway to replace
existing gravel and paved
parking areas along the
roadway.

Lastly, traffic calming
measures such as curb
extensions (“bulb-outs™),
speed humps and traf-
fic circles are proposed
within the corridor.

Construction is not
anticipated until 2023, In
the interim, the city will
be working in coopera-
tion with ODOT to move
the project toward con-
struction. Long-term, the
city would like to study
other corridors within
the city, including West
Light Street and Bloom-
field Avenue, for similar
projects.

Info from the city of Urbana.



